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Blurb

After the dramatic end to her marriage, Natasha Walker tries to move on
with her life and overcome the fear of her past. But she still loves Matthew
and prays that he will finally see the truth. Only she has given up all hope of
ever being with him again as he has found someone new and she has to cope
with the pain of that revelation.

Matthew Bradford still loves his wife. He never got over her, but he will
never forgive her infidelity. She betrayed him, and as a Christian woman she
should have been faithful to him. Nevertheless, he has moved on, but God
keeps sending him dreams of her. When he sleeps his spirit is connected to
her and no matter how much he wants to remove her from his life, he finds
this is impossible. God will not let him.
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Dedication

To my Heavenly Father, Jehovah-Shammah - The Lord is there.

To those who still hold strong.



Excerpt

Chapter One

“Natasha?”

Natasha Walker groaned inwardly. She wanted to leave quickly to avoid
having to stop and have meaningless conversations with her ex-husband, but
it wasn’t to be. He'd seen her. She turned reluctantly.

Matthew Bradford had the type of looks that drew the attention of a
woman. He had strong, masculine features, his jaw line shaded by a neat, low-
cut beard, and beautiful brown eyes. When the light hit them, as it did today,
she could see amber flecks within. They were dreamy, and when he looked at
her, as he was doing right now, she would get lost in them.

His best feature was his smile. His amazing smile captivated her. He only
needed to smile at her and everything was all right again. And his body...was
nothing other than perfection.

She pushed her wayward thoughts from her mind, not wanting to get
caught up in him and beg him to take her back. This was the closest she’d been
to him since that night. She’d glimpsed him at church a couple of times over
the last few weeks but had managed to slip away quickly without interaction.

Their gazes locked, and when she saw his eyes darken, she wondered if he
still felt it—the intensity that they’d once shared. Regret filled her.

He was dressed in a pinstriped suit that attested to his wealth and stature.
As always, he looked good. “Hello, Matthew,” she said finally, stepping out of
the way of the moving congregation on their way out, as the service had just
ended.

Her eyes drifted to the woman standing beside him. She assumed this was
his new girlfriend. She clenched her fingers tightly at the pain that hit her. It
had only been a week since their divorce. He hadn’t wasted any time.

Her gaze fell to the place his hand rested at the woman’s waist. Natasha
was wrong. He clearly felt nothing more for her.

“Iwant you to meet someone. This is Melinda.”

Matthew might as well have taken a knife, plunged it into her heart, and
twisted it. She took in a breath, hesitating, not wanting to acknowledge this
woman in any shape or form. But the truth of it was, she knew it wouldn’t take
too long for another woman to take her place at Matthew’s side. He was a
catch. It was to be expected.

“Hello, Melinda.”



He watched her, trying to meet her gaze, but she kept her eyes averted. She
didn’t want him to have the satisfaction of seeing the pain in her eyes. She
drew her coat together self-consciously.

I'need to find another church.

In a few months, she would have no choice. She met the curious gaze of the
dark-haired beauty beside him. She had huge, intense brown eyes, and a come-
hither look, her face adorned with full makeup and long, dark hair. She was
slim, dressed to impress in a white designer dress. She could easily have
stepped off the cover of Elle magazine. Natasha felt jealously fill her but
suppressed it.

“Hello, Natasha. Nice to meet you.”

The feeling’s not mutual. Natasha gave a pained smile, turned, and
continued down the aisle before she did something she would regret.

“Natasha,” Matthew called to her.

Why won’t he leave me be? Clearly he wanted to torture her today. She
stopped and turned to him again, not quite meeting his gaze. “Yes, Matthew?”

“I still have a few of your belongings that I need to send to you. If you give
me your new address, I can have them delivered.”

You will never have my address. “Just send them to my work address. That
would be fine, thank you.” On a sigh, she turned again. She needed to get out of
there before the tears that threatened spilled over. She couldn’t believe three
years of marriage had been reduced to polite pleasantries.

She stepped away, hastily dodging friends and family greeting each other,
blocking her path. She’d nearly made it to the exit when someone touched her
arm.

“Natasha, ] haven’t seen you in ages! We don’t talk anymore. I miss you.”

This is all I need...why today, Lord?

Natasha turned stiffly to face her ex-friend who had chosen sides during
her and Matthew’s separation; they hadn’t spoken for months. Today, as
always, she was dressed in a bright, outlandish outfit which she felt would
turn heads. That was exactly the reaction she got, all yellows, oranges, and
greens. It was draped over her like a tent, and if Natasha wasn’t in such a
hurry, she would stop to take in the comical moment.

“Hi, Marisa. How are you and the family?”

Marisa smiled. “Oh, we're fine. You know Aaron—he always keeps me on
my toes.” Her expression changed to one of concern. “Are you okay? You're
looking a little pale. Are you getting enough rest? Must have been difficult
with the move and everything...”

With no help from you. “I'm fine, just in a bit of a hurry...” Natasha was
already heading for the door. She neither needed Marisa’s concern nor her
advice, knowing everything she said to her would be reported back to
Matthew. “Nice seeing you, Marisa. Got to run.” She didn’t even give Marisa a
backwards glance; she didn’t want to risk bumping into Matthew again on the
way out of the church.



She headed out the door into the warm sunshine. Too warm for a coat, but
not wanting to risk what was becoming glaringly obvious to her own eyes. She
was beginning to show—it wasn’t obvious to most, but to Matthew, he would
know, and she couldn’t afford for anyone to find out yet, least of all him.

Her hand came to rest on her tummy, and she took in a breath. She could do
this. She had to. God would help her. He wouldn’t forsake her.

She looked back at the church that she’d been attending with her
husband—no, her ex-husband—for the last three years. Their friends had
become like family to her, but they were now his friends. She was going to
miss this church, but it was time to move on.
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